
News from Christine  

3DUDKK $GHKCQDM½R )NLD 

òBuilding 

brighter  

futuresó 

Winter 2010  

 

In our previous newsletter we mentioned  that we had 

eight sets of siblings in our care.  Sadly enough, quite a few of them had to 

be transferred to other childrenõs homes because itõs hard to find foster 

families willing and able to take on two or even three children under the 

age of six years.  And we do not wish to separate siblings.       Social 

worker Sarita Sirmongpong also had her fair share of frustration with the 

paper trail that must be followed regarding the movement of the children. 

There are the decisions of the Childrenõs Court, screening reports re-

garding possible placements and the daily struggle to get hold of the spe-

cific case worker of the child from the refer-

ring social agency.  Add to that the frustra-

tion of reports mislaid and lost and you have 

some idea what Sarita has to contend with. 

 This was also the reality the two 

Social Work students from the Hooge- 

school of Amsterdam in Holland experi-

enced during the 10 months they did their 

practical work here. It was a steep learning 

curve for Mandy Kerkhof and Ryanne Slooff, 

but with the support from Sarita they soon 

were an asset to our home.  Theyõre leaving 

at the end of July and weõll certainly miss 

them.  

 

Weõre going Green  
Recycling and growing vegetables  

Not green with envy ð but green for a better environ-

ment. We have started small and with the help of Col-

lect-a-Can, who donated the green bin, weõve been 

filling it with the tins used at the home. This is just a 

small beginning and unfortunately itõs all we can do at 

the moment, because weõve not been able to find or-

ganisations willing to collect our paper, glass or plastic 

and it would just add to our costs if we had to re-

move it  ourselves. 

  We also started a vegetable garden; our first 

harvest was spinach and cabbage. It is quite a chal-

lenge, because we only have a gardener once a week, 

but we plan to persevere with the help of volunteers 

interested in regular gardening. We do have the space  

and a well point provides water.  

Ryanne Slooff  and Mandy Kerkhof with one of the babies they had 
to accompany to the Red Cross Childrenõs Hospital and then had 

to stay with the baby in the ward for a good part of the Easter 

 

Do you want 
to help us 
grow healthy 
vegetables,? 
Then contact 
our director 
Alicia Rhoda.  

What will become of them? 


